The Neer classification of fractures of the proximal humerus. An assessment of interobserver variation.
The reliability of the Neer classification of proximal fractures of humerus was examined by determining the agreement between pairs of observers using weighted kappa statistics. Anteroposterior and lateral radiographs of 100 surgical neck fractures were grouped independently by four observers. A low degree of agreement was found, especially between the most inexperienced observer and the rest. Considering the therapeutic consequences of a correct classification, these fractures should be assessed by experienced orthopedic surgeons or radiologists.